PSCI 0221: Chinese Politics

Fall 2009
Jessica C. Teets
Office: 318 Munroe Hall

E-mail address: jteets@middlebury.edu
Office hours:

Monday 3-5pm

Wednesday 10-11am

NOTE: Office hours during these times are by appointment.  Please e-mail me to schedule a meeting time during the office hours listed above. Meetings are scheduled in 15-minute intervals.  If you need more time, please sign-up for more than one slot.

Course Description

China is one of most dynamic and important countries in the world today.  As it transitions from dynastic rule to communism/socialism to a socialist market economy, China has undergone revolution, reform and the most rapid economic and social change experienced in the last century.  These rapid changes along with its security and economic importance, makes China an interesting and necessary topic for all political scientists and those interested in international affairs.  This course on Chinese Politics aims to provide students with a background on major political events in modern China, and then to investigate the current political issues in China today—environmental civil society activity, problems and benefits associated with continuing economic liberalization, and discourse from within the CCP on political reform.  The professor intends to highlight the most important issues in continuing economic reform and its subsequent social changes, changes in the socialist welfare model, the beginning liberalization of the news media, NGO and civil society activity, protest and social movements, environmental protection, legal reform, and foreign policy shifts.  
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Source: The Economist.

Requirements: Due Dates and Descriptions

Your grade is comprised of four parts—five reading reaction essays (25%), web postings and class participation (20%), midterm exam (25%), and a final research paper (30%). 
Grading and Late policies:

I believe in fair and transparent grading, which is why I will make available on the class website exactly how I intend to grade each assignment.  This is also why I have a strict late assignment policy (see below).  I will make every attempt to be as transparent as possible about your grades.  If you think that I’ve made a mistake in grading your assignment, please email me with a detailed explanation and a copy of the assignment and I will address your concerns in a quick, thorough, and fair way.

To ensure that I can comment on and grade your assignments in a timely fashion (and for fairness), material turned in late will be docked a third of a grade (an A- becomes a B+, etc.) for each 24 hour period after it is due.  To be clear, an assignment turned in at any time during the first 24 hours after it is due is penalized a third of a grade; between 24 and 48 hours two thirds of a grade, etc.  Any paper not turned in within a week of the assigned due date will automatically be given a failing grade.  Because email copies occasionally do not transfer properly, and because you need to sign the honor code, please turn in a printed copy.  Only a note from the Dean of Students Office or the Health Center will waive the late penalty.  

Web Postings and Class Participation (20%)—Students are expected to post to the course web-site once a week (by Monday at 11am).  These postings can be short (1-2 paragraphs), but should be a thoughtful response to a portion of the course reading for the week.  These postings will help frame our discussion, and should address the following four questions: 

· What are the main arguments of the readings for the chosen date?
· What evidence do the authors use to make their arguments?
· Do you agree with the arguments? Why or why not?
· Why do these arguments matter in the study of politics?
Active participation in the class is expected.  Connect to the course web-site through http://segue.middlebury.edu. Use your Middlebury College username and password to access the page, and post to the page for your assigned reading.
Reading Reaction Essays (25%)—these paper assignments are a series of two-page reading reaction essays.  These essays are due on the day of class that we cover the reading (via email before class).  Each student may select the readings that they wish to cover, and are responsible for 5 of these essays.  Essays should rely on the readings for that class period, and offer a brief summary of the arguments presented and the student’s perspective on the issue.

Midterm (25%)—there will be a midterm comprised of multiple choice, identification and short essay questions on October 19th.
Final Essay (30%)—on December 9th (in my office from 9am – 12pm), each student must turn in a short research essay of 10 pages.  Students may select their own topics in consultation with the professor.  We will discuss this assignment in further detail later in the semester.

Reading Assignments

The following texts are available at the college bookstore and are on reserve at the library.  We will read substantive portions of these books, but might not read all of each book.  You may prefer to make individual copies of the selected readings from the copies on course reserve.  A recommended (but not required) book is Maurice Meisner’s After Mao.
Elizabeth Perry and Merle Goldman, eds., Grassroots Political Reform in Contemporary China, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2007.

Yasheng Huang, Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics: Entrepreneurship and the State, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Rob Gifford, China Road: A Journey into the Future of a Rising Power, New York: Random House, 2007.

Lily Tsai, Accountability Without Democracy: Solidary Groups and Public Goods Provision in Rural China, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007.

Kellee Tsai, Capitalism without Democracy: The Private Sector in Contemporary China, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008.

Andrew Mertha, China’s Water Warriors: Citizen Action and Policy Change, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008.
Course Schedule & Reading Assignments

M Sept 7—Introduction to modern China
Chinese Historical Highlights
W Sept 9— Overview of Chinese history: End of Dynastic rule/begin CCP rule
(see www-chaos.umd.edu/history/toc.html for an interactive timeline)

John King Fairbank, China: A New History, p.198-205, p.343-405 (Reserve).
F Sept 11—Discussion: Post-Mao China
John King Fairbank, China: A New History, p.406-426 (Reserve).
(PBS documentary excerpts in class)
Chinese Economic Reform
M Sept 14— Economic Reform under Deng&Jiang
Yasheng Huang, Capitalism with Chinese Characteristics: Entrepreneurship and the State, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008 (Reserve): p.1-109.
Recommended: Barry Naughton, Growing out of the plan: Chinese economic reform, 1978-1993, 1996: p.1-57, 137-141, and 309-326 (Reserve).
W Sept 16— Consequences of Economic Reform: Income Inequality
Long Gen Ying, China’s Changing Regional Disparities during the Reform Period,” Economic Geography 75, Jan., 1999: pp. 59-70 (E-Journal: Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/144462)
Ximing Wu and Jeffrey M. Perloff, “China’s Income Distribution, 1985-2001,” February 2005 (Course website).
F Sept 18— Consequences of Economic Reform: Floating Population
***Reading Reaction Essay***
The Economist, “Urbanisation in China: China’s Chicago,” Jul 26th 2007 (E-Journal).
Dorothy J. Solinger, “China’s Floating Population: Implications for State and Society,” in The Paradox of China's Post-Mao Reforms, edited by Roderick MacFarquhar and Merle Goldman, Cambridge:

Harvard University Press, l999 (Course website).
M Sept 21— Consequences of Economic Reform: SOE restructuring & unemployment
Guo, Sujian, (2003) “The Ownership Reform in China: what direction and how far?” Journal of Contemporary China, 553 — 573 (E-Journal). 

J Knight and J Xue, “How high is urban unemployment in China?” Journal of Chinese Economic and Business Studies, 2006 (Course website).

W Sept 23— Consequences of Economic Reform: Corruption
The Economist, “The etiquette of bribery: How to grease a palm,” Dec 19th 2006 (E-Journal).

Yufan Hao and Michael Johnston, “Reform at the Crossroads: An Analysis of Chinese Corruption,” 1995 (Course website).
Melanie Manion, “Corruption by Design: Bribery in Chinese Enterprise Licensing,” Oxford University Press, 1996 (Course website).
F Sept 25— Consequences of Economic Reform: Harmonious Society
C. Cindy Fan, “China’s Eleventh Five-Year Plan (2006–2010): From “Getting Rich First” to “Common Prosperity,” Eurasian Geography and Economics, 2006, 47, No. 6, pp. 708–723 (E-Journal).
Barry Naughton, “The New Common Economic Program: China’s Eleventh Five Year Plan and What it Means,” China Leadership Monitor 16, 2005, http://media.hoover.org/documents/clm16_bn.pdf.
M September 28— Consequences of Economic Reform: Environmental Degradation
Elizabeth C. Economy, “The Great Leap Backward?” Foreign Affairs, September/October 2007 (E-Journal).

Andrew Mertha, China’s Water Warriors:  Citizen Action and Policy Change, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008: p. 1- 26.
(Note: We will read the rest of this book about environmental protest later in the semester)
W September 30—Transition to a “Socialist Market Economy”
Yasheng Huang, p. 233-298.
F Oct 2—Informal Economic Liberalization and the Banking Sector
Kellee Tsai, Capitalism without Democracy: the Private Sector in Contemporary China, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2008: p.1-43.
Recommended: Nicholas Lardy, “China: Toward a Consumption-Driven Growth Path,” Policy Briefs in International Economics, October 2006, http://www.iie.com/publications/pb/pb06-6.pdf.
M Oct 5— Informal Economic Liberalization
Kellee Tsai, p.44-71 & p.200-222. 
Chinese Political Reform
W Oct 7— Socialism and Marx’s Influence in China 
The Essential left; four classic texts on the principles of socialism, read “the manifesto of the Communist Party,” (Reserve).
F Oct 9—The Meaning of the Olympics
***Reading Reaction Essay***
Michael Collins, “China’s Olympics,” Contemporary Review (Course website).

The Economist, “China before the Olympics: Welcome to a (rather dour) party,” Jul 31st 2008 (E-Journal).
M Oct 12—Fall Recess

W Oct 14—Modern Government Structure in China
Bruce Gilley, “The ‘End of Politics’ in Beijing,” The China Journal, No. 51 (Jan., 2004), pp. 115-135.
Ting Gong, “Local Government,” Pacific Review, 2006.
F Oct 16—NPC and Legal Reform
Kevin J. O'Brien, Reform without Liberalization: China's National People's Congress and the Politics of Institutional Change, 2008: 1-22 & 157-179 (Reserve).
The China Balance Sheet, Chp.5 (Course website).
M Oct 19— Midterm
W Oct 21—Legal Reform and Letters & Visit
Qiu Ju movie
F Oct 23— Legal Reform and Letters & Visit (continued)
Qiu Ju movie
M Oct 26— Separatist claims: Tibet and Xinjiang
Mingxu, Xu (1998) “Complete autonomy: The best approach to peaceful resolution of the Tibet problem,” Journal of Contemporary China, 7:18, 369- 378 (E-Journal).
Barry Sautman, “Resolving the Tibet Question: problems and prospects,” Journal of Contemporary China 11, (2002): 77–107

David Barboza, “Pressed Over Tibet, China Berates Foreign Media,” New York Times, March 25, 2008 (E-Journal).
Edward Wong, “Ethnic Clashes in Western China Are Said to Kill Scores,” New York Times, July 7, 2009 (E-Journal).
Recommended: Colin Mackerras, “Xinjiang at the turn of the century: the causes of separatism,” Central Asian Survey, 2001.
W Oct 28— Separatist claims: Taiwan
Thomas J. Christensen, “China, the U.S.-Japan Alliance, and the Security Dilemma in East Asia,” International Security, Vol. 23, No. 4. (Spring, 1999), pp. 49-80 (E-Journal stable URL:

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0162-2889%28199921%2923%3A4%3C49%3ACTUAAT%3E2.0.CO%3B2-Y)
Recommended: Fairbank, p.331-342

F Oct 30—PLA modernization
Dongmin Lee, “PLA Modernization,” (Course website).
M Nov 2—Human Rights in China: One Child Policy and AIDs
Therese Hesketh, Ph.D., Li Lu, M.D., and Zhu Wei Xing, M.P.H., “The Effect of China’s One-Child Family Policy after 25 Years,” New England Journal of Medicine 353,  www.nejm.org, September 15, 2005: 1-6 (Course website).

Watch clips from the Blood of Yingzhou documentary.
W Nov 4— Media reform and Internet usage
Judy Polumbaum, “China’s Media: Between Politics and the Market,” Current History, September 2001 (Course website).
F Nov 6— Political reform in China: Village Elections 

Perry and Goldman, Chapters 2, 3 and 5 (Reserve).
M Nov 9— Protest Politics & Labor Protests
Perry and Goldman, Chapters 1 and 11 (Reserve).
Perry and Goldman, Chapters 9 and 10 (Reserve).
W Nov 11— Environmental Protest
Perry and Goldman, Chapter 12 (Reserve).

Mertha, p.27-64 & 150-162 (Reserve).
F Nov 13-- Land and Homeowners Protests 

(prep land reform exercise)
Perry and Goldman, Chapters 7 and 8 (Reserve).
Xiaolun Guo, “Land Seizures,” The China Quarterly, 2001.
M Nov 16— Land Reform Simulation
W Nov 18— Informal Politics & Guanxi Practice
Kenneth Lieberthal and Michel Oksenberg, Policy making in China: Leaders, Structures, and Processes, p.3-34 & p.135-168 (Reserve).
Yunxiang Yan, “The Culture of Guanxi in a North China Village,” The China Journal 35, January 1996: 1-25 (E-Journal).
Douglas Guthrie, “The Declining Significance of Guanxi in China’s Economic Transition,” The China Quarterly 154, June 1998: 254-282 (E-Journal).
F Nov 20—Political Reform: Transparency and Accountability
Lily Tsai, Accountability Without Democracy: Solidary Groups and Public Goods Provision in Rural China, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007: 1-85 (Reserve).
M Nov 23— Politics and Development Outcomes

Lily Tsai, p.86-119 & 187-270 (Reserve).
Thanksgiving Recess

M Nov 30— China Wakes
Rob Gifford, China Road: A Journey into the Future of a Rising Power, New York: Random House, 2007 (Reserve): p. 1-96.

W Dec 2— China Wakes continued
Rob Gifford, p. 97-193.
F Dec 4—End of Term Discussion: How has China changed in the last 30 years?
(5th generation of leaders in 2012)
Rob Gifford, p. 194–296.
Dec 9—Final Paper Due (9 am-12 pm in my office)






